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Amendments to the ciajms; 

The following listing reflects amendments to the claims and replaces all prior REQilVJIQ 

CENTRAL FAX CBJTER 

versions and listings of claims in this application. h A . 

1 . (Currently Amended). A process for the preparation of a po l ym e ri sa bl e 
polvmerizable composition comprising a er-ees-l ink e r a nd a polym e r is ab le polymerteable 
monomer of formula I: 

z 
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QH OH 
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said process comprising the steps of: 
(i) contacting a compound of formula II 

z 



X C A C R 1 
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P Q 
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with an immob i ti s a d Immobilized acid to thereby form a composition comprising 
the monomer of formula (I) and an acid bv-product thereof , 
wherein 

X, Y, Z, P, and Q are independently selected from a hydrocarbyl group or 
hydrogen, 

A is (CH 2 ) n , wherein n is 0 or 1 ;-ar>d 
wh e r e in: 

R 1 is a group of the corresponds to either f ormula IIIA or formula NIB 
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where R* is selected from the group consisting of H, methyl, ethyl, propyl, and 
butyl T -©F and 

R* is - a groupoMorrou l a -llI B 



R ^is selected from tho group cons i st i ng of H, mothyl, e thyl, propy l , a nd butyl, and 
R*R3js an unsaturated C2-5 alkyl; and 

(ii) n e utr al ising neuft^Kzing t he-Pftsduet composition of step such that the 
cro ss- link e r i s form e d to thereby provide a composition comprising the monomer of 
formula I and a cross-linker . 

2. (Currently Amended) A process according to claim 1 wherein the immobilized 
acid is a strong acid. 

3. (Currently Amended) A process according to claim 1 wherein the acid is 
immobi l is e d immobilized on an ion exchange resin. 

4. (Currently Amended) A process according to claim M wherein X and Y are 
independently selected from hydrocarbon groups having from 1 to 20 carbon atoms and 
hydrogen. 

5. (Currently Amended) A process according to claim 1 wherein R 1 is a group of 
corresponds to f ormula IIIA. wh e r e in and R a R 2 is CH 3 . 
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6. (Previously Presented) A process according to claim 1 wherein X is H; Y is H, 
Z is H^afld n=0 x -and R 1 is a group of corresponds to f ormula III A. and i n which R 2 -R? is 
CH 3 . 

7-8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently Amended) A process according to claim 1 . wherein prior to said 
said contacting, comprising the immobilized acid is contained, oonta i ningthe 
i mmobi l is e d aoid r oontaot i ng - th e immobil i s e d ac i d with tho compound of formu l a II and 
after said contacting, passing a gas through the contained immob i l i se d immobilized 
acid. 

10. (Original) A process according to claim 9 wherein the gas is air. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A process according to claim 9 wherein the 
i mmob il ised immobilized acid is contacted with the compound of formula II in the 
absence of an organic solvent 

12. (Currently Amended) A process according to claim 1 . wherein said 
contacting s tep-(i) is performed in the presence of water. 

13. (Currently Amended) A process according to claim 9 2 wherein conta i ning tho 
i mmob i lis e d prior to said contacting, the immobilized acid is contained in acid Gompricos 
a fluid ized bed reactor. 

14. (Currently Amended) A process according to claim 9. further comprising 
after said passing step, w h e r ei n th e process oompriDOs - o xtractina the gas from the 
contained immobilis e d - immobilized a cid aft e r th e g a s has - passed through tho 
i mmobilicod aoid . 
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15. (Currently Amended) A process according to claim 1, whoroin tho procosc 
furthe r compris e s th e st e p comprising, after said neutralizing, o fr-polymerizing the 
polvm e rlsab le composition formed in step (ii), to therebyform a polymer monom e r of 
formu l a -4 , wh e r e by a po l ym e r i s form e d . 

16. (Currently Amended) A process according to claim 1 ± wherein an acid r s 
form e d during th e proc e s s and said acid by-product formed in step (i) i s methacrylic 
acid. 

17. (Currently Amended) A process according to claim 1 A wherein an acid i s 
form e d during th e proc e ss and said acid bv-product formed in step (i) is acrylic acid. 

18. (Currently Amended) A process according to claim 1 5 A further comprising 
forming the polymer formed in said polymerizing step into an ocular device from th e 
po l ymo f. 

19. (Currently Amended) A-pelymeFisakte polymerizable monomer or 
composition o btai n e d i n accordanc e with a prooeoo os d e fin e d formed bv the process of 
m-claim 1 . 

20. (Currently Amended) A polymer formed bvthe process of obta i nod in 
accord an co with a proc es s a s defin e d in claim 15. 

21 . (Currently Amended) An ocular device comprising the polymer formed bv 
the process of claim 15 proparod H n - OGOGrdanco w i th a proc e ss as d e fin e d in claim - 1 - 8 . 
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22. (Currently Amended) A process for the preparation of a polymor i ooblo 
polymerizable composition comprising a- cro ss-l inkor and o po l ym e risabl e polymerizable 
monomer of formula I; 

Y Z 



OH 



OH 



(I) 



said process comprising the steps of: 
(i) contacting a compound of formula II 



} 



T 



(II) 

with an immobilized acidr having a pKa of less than 3r to thereby form a 
composition comprising the monomer of formula (I) and an acid by-product thereof , 
wherein 

X and Y are independently selected from hydrocarbon groups having 1 to 20 
carbon atoms and hydrogen, 

Z, P, and Q are independently selected from a hydrocarbyl group or hydrogen, 
and wh e r e in A is (CH 2 ) n . wherein n is 0 or 1;-aad 

wh e r e in * 

R 1 is a group of the corresponds to either f ormula I HA or formula 1MB 

o R 2 o R 2 



"(CH 2 )- 
IIIA 



=CH 2 



-(CH 2 )- 



•O C C R 3 

H 
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w heFeiR- w here R^ -R 2 is selected from the group consisting of H. methyl, ethyl, 
propyl, and butyl, er-and 
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R 4 is a group of formula 1 1 IB 



(CH 2 ) 



o — c — c 

H 




R ho Go l octod from tho group consisting of H, mothy l , ethyl, propy l , - and - butyl, - and 
R^-R^Js an unsaturated C2-5 alkyl; and 

(ii)-RewtFafeifig neutralizing t he wbduet - composition of step (i) x such that tho 
e f Q66-li nk e r is formed to thereby provide a composition comprising the monomer of 
formula 1 and a cross-linKer. 

23. (New) The process of claim 1, effective to form a composition comprising 
said monomer of formula (I) and about 0.50 percent or less of said cross-linker. 

24. (New) The process of cfaim .9, wherein said contacting results in formation 
of P-C(0)-Q, and said passing step is effective to remove said P-C(0)-Q from said 
composition. 

25. (New) The process of claim 24, wherein said process is effective to provide 
essentially quantitative conversion of the compound of formula (II) to the monomer of 
formula (I). 

26. (New) The process of claim 15, wherein the resulting polymer comprises 5% 
or less of a polymer formed by polymerization of said cross-linker. 

27. (New) The process of claim 1, wherein said neutralizing comprises 
contacting the composition of step (i) with immobilized alkali. 

28. (New) The process of claim 1 , wherein said immobilized alkali is 
immobilized hydroxide. 
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29. (New) The process of claim 3, wherein prior to said neutralizing, said 
immobilized acid is removed by filtration. 

30, (New) The process of claim .1 , wherein the polymerizable monomer of 
formula (I) is glycerine methacrylate (GMA), the compound of formula (II) is 2,2- 
dimethyM,3-dioxolan-4-y1 methyl methacrylate (GMAK), the acid by-product is 
methacrylic acid (MA), and the cross-linker is glycerol dimethacrylate. 
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